
A G E N D A   N O T E S 
Gorham Town Council Regular Meeting 

October 3, 2017 – 6:30pm 
Burleigh H. Loveitt Council Chambers 

 
1. Public Hearing # 1 – Item # 9271 

Proposal to Amend Land Use & Development Code to Allow Agricultural Special Events in the 
Rural Zone 

 
At the January 3, 2017 Council Meeting, the Town Council forwarded a request from Norm Justice to 
amend the Land Use and Development Code to allow Agricultural Special Events in the rural zone and 
asked the Planning Board to develop the language. 
 
At the June 5, 2017 meeting, the Planning Board voted 5-0 with 2 absent to recommend approval of 
the proposed amendment. 
 
On July 11, 2017 the Town Council solicited public comment on the proposed amendment and voted to 
send it to the Ordinance Committee for review.  
 
September 19, 2017 the Ordinance Committee voted 2-1 to send the language to the Town Council for 
approval with two minor changes which would allow the residential use requirement to be met if 
abutting properties are under the same ownership and have a residential use and clarifying that 
rehearsals, wedding practices, etc. do not count towards the number of actual events per year.  
 
As previously mentioned in your July 11, 2017 agenda notes, any event facility would need to be 
approved by staff and must comply with the Town Sprinkler Ordinance if applicable. Other provisions 
include: 
 

 The maximum number of events is 25/year and maximum number of people is 250/event. 
 Porta-Potties may be used for up to 6 events per year and real bathrooms would need to be 

provided thereafter. 
 Each event would need to receive a permit, and include a Traffic Management and Parking 

Plan and comply with the Town’s noise standards. 
 Applicants need to provide evidence of agricultural production of at least $10,000 in the 2nd 

or 3rd year of the 5 years preceding their application. 
 
2. Public Hearing # 2 - Item # 9272 

Proposal to Rezone Land Owned by Shaw Brothers Family Foundation on Lower Main Street 
 
Included in your packet is a memo from Town Planner, Tom Poirier, dated September 22, 2017 on the 
recommended Planning Board amendments and history. The Town Council will also need to adopt a 
revised zoning map as part of this amendment, which is also attached. 
 
3. Public Hearing # 3 – Item # 9273 

Renewal Applications for Automobile Graveyards/Junkyard Permits for 2018 
 

Please see the related attachments within your packet. 



4. Public Hearing # 4 - Item # 9274 
Liquor License Renewal for Sebago Brewing Company 

 
All departments have reported no issues and the renewal forms are attached.  
 
5. Item # 9275 
 Consideration of Recommendation for No Action to Amend Sprinkler Ordinance 
 
On September 19, 2017 the Ordinance Committee voted to make a recommendation to the Town 
Council that no action be taken on reviewing and putting limitations on the Town’s Sprinkler 
Ordinance. This was referred to the Ordinance Committee on January 3, 2017 by the Town Council. 
 
6. Item # 9276 
 Proposal to Amend Land Use & Development Code to Amend Sidewalk Standards 
 
This proposal is to relax and allow flexibility on land use requirements regarding sidewalk extensions 
by developers. The proposed amendments to the Street Design Standards will need to be forwarded to 
the Planning Board hearing if approved by the Council. 
 
7. Item # 9277 
 Consideration of Designation of Saturday, November 25, 2017 as “Small Business Saturday” 
 
Sponsored by Councilor Phinney, this order would designate November 25, 2017 as “Small Business 
Saturday” in the Town of Gorham. The Small Business Saturday Coalition promotes this event to 
encourage the public to shop locally at small businesses at the start of the holiday shopping season and 
throughout the year. An informational sheet is included in your packet.  
 
8. Item # 9278 
 Resolution Designating Section of Presumpscot River as Local Historical and Natural Resource 
 
On September 5, 2017, The Friends of the Presumpscot River asked the Town Council to adopt a 
resolution designating the five mile section of the Presumpscot River between Mallison Falls and 
Sacarappa Falls a “Presumpscot Historic and Natural River Corridor.” Since that meeting, the City of 
Westbrook has adopted the proposed resolution while the Town of Windham adopted a slightly 
shorter and refined version of the resolution. 
 
9. Item # 9279 
 MMA Legislative Policy Committee Vacancy 
 
The retirement of David Cole as Town Manager left a vacancy on MMA’s Legislative Policy Committee. 
The terms on the committee are elected through MMA every two years and one year is left on David 
Cole’s term representing the Town of Gorham. This order would appoint the new Town Manager, 
Ephrem Paraschak, to represent Gorham’s interests for the remaining one year on this committee. 
 
10. Item # 9280 

Water Filtration System at West Gorham Fire Station 
 



Over the last several months, the Gorham Fire Department has been having issues with discoloration 
in the well water at the West Gorham Fire Station and water stains after using the water. This station 
houses two live-in students, is not near a public water system and has a very old water filtration 
system. On September 25, 2017, water test results were made available to the Fire Chief that indicated 
iron levels above recommended standards and arsenic levels almost fifteen times the maximum 
allowed standards. The Fire department is proposing utilizing up to $9,900 from the Fire Savings 
Reserve Account, #401-43-50639-11 which has a current balance of $10,434.69. Additional quotes for 
a water filtration system are being procured to see if the system can be installed at a lesser expense; 
however, the total cost of the project will be $9,900 or less. 
 
11. Item # 9281 
 Recommendation to Reschedule November 7, 2017 Regular Town Council Meeting 
 
As the next Regular Town Council meeting falls on Election Day, this order would move the November 
7, 2017 meeting one week forward to November 14, 2017. The Council should also consider having its 
organizational workshop that night, which has tentatively been scheduled for 6:00pm before the 
regular meeting. 
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