
A G E N D A   N O T E S 
Gorham Town Council Regular Meeting 

November 14, 2017 – 6:30pm 
Burleigh H. Loveitt Council Chambers 

 
 

1. Public Hearing # 1 – Item # 9292 
 
Action to consider a proposed moratorium of Retail Marijuana Establishments and Retail Marijuana Social 
Clubs. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
At a May 2017 meeting of the Town Council, a moratorium on retail sales and social clubs of consumer 
marijuana was postponed until the December 2017 Town Council meeting. At that time, the legislature was 
working on a regulatory framework to accommodate the 2016 referendum that legalized recreational 
marijuana in Maine. That legislation was vetoed by the Governor in early November of this year creating much 
uncertainty as to how retail sales and social clubs will be regulated and permitted in 2018.  
 
With the uncertainty surrounding the rollout of the referendum legalization it is the recommendation of town 
staff and legal counsel that the Town Council enact a moratorium on cannabis retail sales and social clubs for 
one hundred and eighty days to allow the Town time to draft an ordinance and determine how the legislature is 
going to proceed. The moratorium, if enacted, can be extended by the Town Council if needed.   
 
2.  Item # 9293 
 
Action to consider adopting Council Rules for 2017-2018 year. (Admin Spon.) 
 
The most recently adopted version of the Town Council rules is attached. In 2016 the start time was amended to 
reflect the 6:30pm start time of the Town Council.  
 
3.  Item # 9294 
 
Action to consider accepting Woodspell Road, as a Public Road. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
Woodspell Road, located off of Longfellow Road, has met the requirements to be considered for public street 
acceptance by the Town Council, pending the acceptance of the maintenance bond. Town staff have reported no 
issues with the road and that it meets Town specifications and that all legal requirements have also been met.  
 
4.  Item # 9295 
 
Action to consider selling a small parcel of land located off Huston Road. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
Several months ago, abutting property owners of Map 111, Lot 27 off of Huston Road Extension approached the 
Town to purchase an approximately 36’x 80’ non-conforming lot that has been under Town ownership for some 
time. The neighbors have been maintaining the property for years, mowing the lawn, etc. Initially there was a 
question as to whether or not the sale of the lot would create a landlocked parcel, but after inquiring with our 
assessor, there are title issues with the property behind this parcel and the tax maps are not necessarily 
accurate. She believes that the potential sale of the front lot would not create a problem. This order would allow 
Town staff to put the property out to bid with a minimum bid of $500. 
 
5.  Item # 9296 
 



Action to consider adopting a Property Tax Assistance Ordinance for the Town of Gorham. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
Several months ago the Town Council had a presentation from the Town of Scarborough on their Property Tax 
Assistance Ordinance which essentially grants a property tax rebate to certain senior citizens that live in the 
community and meet certain income and age requirements. The purpose of this type of ordinance is to help 
seniors who have lived in their community for many years, but have a limited or fixed income that doesn’t allow 
for rising property taxes.  
 
The draft ordinance proposed for review and referral to the Ordinance Committee is based more on the Town of 
Cumberland’s Property Tax Assistance Ordinance. This ordinance as currently drafted allows for certain levels 
of property tax rebates under the following conditions: 
 

- Applicant to the program must be at least 70 years old.  
- Applicant can be either a renter or property owner.  
- Must have been a resident of Gorham and resided in the same property for the last 10 years.  
- Taxes must have been already paid in order to obtain a rebate.  
- Rebate calculated as [(Property Taxes/Income) x 100 = Benefit base as percent of income.] 
- Maximum benefit of $300 as currently drafted, various levels for different benefit base percentages.  
- Town Council would need to fund a “program fund” for payments. 
- If the program fund does not have enough money in any given year then payments will be prorated.  
- One applicant per household.  

 
The current draft lists the Clerk’s Office and the Town Manager as administrators of this ordinance. Our contract 
assessor does not offer administering this ordinance as a service and the impact on staff time will need to be 
further reviewed in the future. The fiscal impact of this program is uncertain as well and staff will attempt to 
create an estimate based on other communities with similar programs.  
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