
A G E N D A   N O T E S 
Gorham Town Council Regular Meeting 

April 3, 2018 – 6:30pm 
Burleigh H. Loveitt Council Chambers 

 
 
1.  Public Hearing # 1  
 
Public hearing regarding removing easement restrictions on Robie Park to accommodate expansion of the 
Gorham High School. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
In early 2017, the Town Council directed the former Town Manager to start the process of removing easement 
restrictions from the now defunct Gorham Village Corporation on Robie Park for the purposes of a possible high 
school expansion.  
 
A memo from Town Attorney, Mark Bower, is attached outlining actions that have been made on removing the 
easements to date, as well as a recommended course of action. The Town has advertised locally for information 
from anyone who may have been on the Gorham Village Corporation, or knows of someone who was involved 
with the organization and is still alive. To date no one has brought forward any useful information. The second 
step of the recommended process is for the Town Council to hold this public hearing to let the public or anyone 
with vested interest weigh in on on the plans to remove the easements and also to bring attention to the project.  
 
2.  Item # 9322 
 
Action to consider Board and Committee appointments. (Appointments Committee Spon.) 
 
Recommendations from the Appointments Committee are attached.  
 
3.  Item # 9323 
 
Action to consider appointing election workers for a two-year term 2018-2020. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
Election workers are appointed for a two year term and a list of the proposed election workers from each party 
is included in the agenda.  
 
4. Item # 9324 
 
Action to consider appropriating up to $10,000 from the Open Space Impact Fee Fund to cover closing costs, 
stewardship fees and stewardship support for the Presumpscot Regional Land Trust’s acquisition of a 37-acre 
parcel located off Flaggy Meadow Road for permanent conservation. (Admin. Sponsored) 
 
The Presumpscot Regional Land Trust is moving forward with a conservation project of 37 acres off of Flaggy 
Meadow Road in Gorham. The project proposes to permanently attach a public open space easement to the 
property while the land itself will be transferred from the current property owners to the land trust. They are 
asking for a $10,000 contribution from the Town of Gorham to help offset closing costs, stewardship fees and 
general stewardship support as part of the projects overall $72,200 cost.  
 
A proposal packet with letters of support is attached.   
 
 
 



5. Item # 9325  
 
Action to consider the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee that no action be taken with regards to 
amendments to the sprinkler ordinance. (Admin spon.) 
 
In 2017,the Council’s Ordinance Committee recommended to the Town Council that no action be taken to 
amend the Town’s ordinances regarding sprinkler systems after reviewing the Town’s ordinances. Upon 
receiving this recommendation, the Council requested the opportunity to have a workshop on the topic with the 
fire department prior to voting on this recommendation.  
 
Should the Town Council wish to have the Ordinance Committee look at alternatives again after receiving 
information at the workshop, I would recommend that you amend the order at your meeting to send it back to 
the Ordinance Committee with general instructions on what you would like to see changed in the Town’s 
ordinances pertaining to sprinkler systems. 
 
6. Item # 9326 
 
Action to consider reviewing the Town’s Senior Property Tax Relief Ordinance to better evaluate financial 
eligibility requirements of the ordinance. (Councilor Smith Spon.) 
 
A copy of the Senior Property Tax Ordinance that was approved in January of 2018 is attached. Councilor Smith 
has asked that if this ordinance is referred back to the Ordinance Committee that Town staff prepare 
information on what income ranges we expect to be eligible for the ordinance’s rebate program as it may be 
allowing seniors with much higher incomes than anticipated to participate in the program and may need to be 
reduced.  
 
7. Item # 9327 
 
Action to consider adding water testing requirements in the Land Use & Development Code for new 
development. (Councilor Stelk Spon.) 
 
Sponsored item by Councilor Stelk to direct the Ordinance Committee to review adding language to the Land 
Use and Development Code that would require water testing for new developments in certain situations.  
 
8. Item # 9328 
 
Action to consider accepting Carnation Drive, in the Allen Acres Subdivision, as a Public Road. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
Acceptance of Carnation Drive as a public road. Carnation Drive is located on Main Street across from 
Cumberland Lane and next to the Narragansett Elementary School. All requirements to accept the roadway as a 
public road have been met.  
 
9. Item # 9329 
 
Action to consider accepting Geranium Drive, in the Allen Acres Subdivision, as a Public Road. (Admin. Spon.) 
 
Acceptance of Geranium Drive as a public road. Geranium Drive is located off of Carnation Drive. All 
requirements to accept the roadway as a public road have been met.  
 
 



Public Hearing # 1







2018 BOARD AND COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

PLANNING BOARD 

LEE PRATT 

ED ZELMANOW 

BOARD OF APPEALS  

ANTHONY BUTTS  

KARI BEAULIEU  

MARK JONES 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP 

SARAH JACKSON 

KATHY GARARD 

CHRIS KELLEY 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

ERNIE WELLS 

STEPHANIE STRAZALKOWSKA 

FAIR HEARING BOARD  

BARBARA MCLEAN 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES- BAXTER LIBRARY 

LINDA FRINSKO 

NANCY KENTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

MARSHA WEEKS TRAIL 

DAWNA LAMSON 
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