APPENDIX C

STRIUET TREES



Without street trees arching over the strectscape and reaching up to the slzy, the most
dominant elements of the streetscape in Gorham are utiliby PoIes, wires and vast expanses
of parl_zing lots, a stark and meager visual statement. This is sadly a far cry from Gorham's
image Iﬁstoﬁcau}r.

In the ideal scenario, utilities are accommodated uncIergmuncl, aHowing for the full growth
of Iarge—size& street trees, which in tarn creates an appropriate scale for the Viﬂage
streetscape. If it is not possib!e for Gorham to I’JU.IY utilities in the foveseeable Euture, then
the less-ideal but still valuable street tree strategy is to sclect smaller specics whose mature

height will never reach the uti}ity wires.

In all cases, species selection is very important, in order to achieve a tree size that is
appropriate to the scale of street, to ensure clearance for pedestrians and vehicles under
lower Lrancl'les and to avoid root systerns Wl‘!;cl_'( tencl to spreacl deep anc{ wic;e. The

fouowing is a list of recommended species {or consideration in Gorharm,

RECOMMENDED TREE SPECIES S UITED TO PLANTING ALONG MAIN STREET, GORHAM

Carpinus caroliniana
American Hormbeam

* 20 - 35'in maturity, grows slowly

* Goo& &l coloz

* Inconspicuous {ruits, no litter

Smuoﬁl:, Iigl:l: gray, sincwy imr}z, inleresting in winter
. Rclatively trouble (ree and ueeds little maintenance

- Har(ly to Zone 3

Malus 'Centzam'
Centurion Crn-Bappie

¢ 20 - 25 in maturity

*  Reddish Hnge& leaves.

Attractive in spring: Red Hower huds opening to rose-red flowers

*  Hardy to Zone 3

*  Upright hranching habit well suited to street tree use

= Disease resistant

*  Non-littering

A&ap&able to many soit types

Limitations: Pruning needed hut Q_Q]_g in first few years for clearance

[\



STREET TREES

Maintenance issues pertaining to street trees, such as interference with uti.]ii:y wires,
umlergrouncl utihties, pruning, clearance of branches and litter from leaves, fruits and
flowers, are olzxviously important to the 1ogistica and economics of a municipality's capacity
to care for Pul:alic property. However, it is important for us to remember the fundamental

reascns for using street brees alcng main streets in any Lind of intentional and consistent
way.

As urban pla.nners and clesigners have known for centuries, street trees are one of the
essential requirements for great streets. When street trees are of a large enough stature, i.e.
when their branches are above people's heads and their crowns are full and round, lhey
slmpe the scale and the volume of space between opposite sides of the strect. Consistent
rows of street trees are the most dramatic means of spai:iaHy deﬁnmg the streetscape.
Fu.rtllermore, l)y pla.nting them consistently ina parlzway or espIanade between the
sidewalk and the roadwa.y, a clistinctly peclestrian way is created which is geparate from the
roa&way. On the contrary, il street trees are on the outer side of the si&ewaue, walkers are
essen’r.iauy in the same volume of space with vehicles.

The cross-sections helow depict these differences in streelscape scale and volume. The
placement of street trees has a vital role in the iclentity and character of both roaclways and

walkways.

Commercial




Prunus sargentii'Columnaris’
Columnar Sarg’ent CI’lerry

* 30 -40 in maturity

. G!ossy green leaves Luening rc(i-mrangc in (all

*  Flowers cleep roge ini eariy spring

*  Non-showy, non-liﬂering black cherries

«  Slow growing

¢ Considered one of the hest cherries for streetside use

*  Mahogany colored bark

*  Upright hranching habit

. Requires litde maintenance

*  Limitations: Lile expectancy limited to approx. 20 years

AC‘E’I’ ru]:rrum
Re(l Maple

* 45 - 55 in maturity

*  Fall color

*  Very little maintenance reguired

*  High tolerance for poor or variable soil conditions

* Sugges led Cultivars:

*  Autumn Flame'--very cold-hardy and compact

*  'Northwood'--extremely cold-hardy

*  Limitations: Height in maturity may interfere with utility wires

Gleditsia triacanthos 'Impco]e'
Impenal Honeylomst

¢ 30 - 40 in maturity

. Tiu‘yJooE:dng tree at all sizes with no litter

*  Interesting winter br:-anclling habit

*  Thornless and Fruitless

*  Resistant to injury

. A.(Iapta}ale to a wide range of soils

e Tolerates salt, lzeal:, c}.rought, compaction and other adverse urban conditions
*  Limitations: Heig}-zt in maturity may interfere with utility wires



