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TOWN OF GORHAM 
 

Three Steps  
to determine permitted  

non-residential signs for new  
non-residential and mixed use 
developments within the Town. 

 
This interactive PDF will guide you through a series of three 
steps to determine the number of signs that are permitted for a 
given project based on where the development is located and 
the type and size of the building. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This interactive sign guide is based on the Gorham Land Use Ordinance 
Performance Standards Chapter II Section III amended August 5, 2008. It  is 
for informational purposes and should only be used as a “guide”. If there is 
any uncertainty as to the requirements, refer to the Land Use Regulations or 
contact the Town Planning Department. 
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STEP ONE 

 

What Environment is the Project In? 

Village 

(VC-UC-OR) 

Village Environment –  
All new developments located in: 
Village Centers District (VC),  
Urban Commercial District (UC), and 
Office-Residential District (OR).  

Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND- I) 

Roadside Environment –  
All new developments located in: 
Rural District (R),  
Roadside Commercial District (RC), 
Commercial/Office District (CO),  
Narragansett Development District 
(ND), and those portions of the  
Industrial District (I)* located outside of 
an industrial or business park. 

Industrial/
Business Park 
(I-if it is in an approved 

Industrial/Business Park) 

Industrial/Business Park  
Environment –  
These standards apply to signs that are 
located in or are associated with an   
industrial or business park in an          
Industrial District (I)* that has been 
approved by the Planning Board as a 
coordinated development. 

*NOTE: If your project is in the Industrial District  please note that there are two standards for 
projects in this District: 

1) Those NOT in a Planning Board approved industrial or business park are subject to the 
Roadside Environment 

2) Those that are in a Planning Board approved industrial or business park are subject to 
the Industrial/Business Park Environment 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Residential Environment –  
All new non-residential development 
located in: 
Urban Residential District (UR),  
Suburban Residential District (SR) 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

STEP TWO 

 

What type of Building? 

Single Occupancy 

Multiple  
Occupancy 
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STEP THREE 
 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding 
Sign Only 

Building Sign 
Wall Only 

Freestanding & 
Building Signs 

Interior Window 
Signs or Displays 

Building Signs 
Wall & Projected Only 

Single Occupancy Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Special Note: 
 

Signs located in the  
Urban Village (UV) and  
Urban Commercial 
(UC) Districts  are  
required to maintain the 
“village character”.   
 
These signs are subject 
to an advisory review 
by the Planning Board’s 
Sign Subcommittee as 
to whether signs 
conform to the “village 
character”. 
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Freestanding 
Only 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Business Sign  
 

One ground-mounted business sign having not more than twenty-four (24) SF of 
sign area and being not more than eight (8) feet high for each street frontage from 
which the property has vehicular access. 
 

Single Occupancy Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 
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Building Sign 
Wall Only 

Two (2) 
Wall Business Signs per Facade 

 
Any number of wall business signs having a maximum total area of the greater of: 
1) sixty (60) SF of sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of sign area for each foot of width of 
the primary front façade of the principal building facing the primary adjacent street 
as measured on the building footprint to a maximum of one hundred (100) SF.   

Single Occupancy Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 
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Single Occupancy Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Building Signs 
Wall & Projected Only 

Two (2)  
Wall Business Signs 

per Façade 
 

Any number of wall business signs having a 
maximum total area of the greater of: 1) fifty (50) 
SF of sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of sign area for each 
foot of width of the primary front façade of the 
principal building facing the primary adjacent street 
as measured on the building footprint to a maximum 
of one hundred (100) SF.  

 
 

One (1) 
Projected 

Sign 
 

One projecting sign 
having not more than ten 
(10) SF of sign area. 
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Single Occupancy Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Freestanding & Building Signs 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Business Sign 

 

One ground-mounted business sign 
having not more than twenty-four (24) 
square feet of sign area and being not 
more than eight (8) feet high for each 
street frontage from which the property 
has vehicular access. 

Two (2) 
Wall Business 

Signs per Facade 
 

Any number of wall business signs 
having a maximum total area of the 
greater of: 1) thirty-six (36) SF of sign 
area, or 2) 0.75 SF of sign area for 
each foot of width of the primary front 
façade of the principal building facing 
the primary adjacent street as 
measured on the building footprint to a 
maximum of one hundred (100) SF.   
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Interior Window 
Signs or Displays 

Interior Window Sign or Display 
 

Interior window signs or displays in any window that does not face an adjacent 
property in residential use in a residential zone subject to performance standards 
Section III.E.10.  
 
The area of interior window signs and displays is the sum of the area of the 
individual signs and displays that can be seen through the window.  The area of 
each element is determined as for other signs and the area of the elements added 
together to get the total sign area.  The total sign area must be no more than 40% 
of the glazed area of the window.  
 

Total Sign Area =  
Area of Element A + Area of Element B + Area of Element C 

Single Occupancy Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 



Gorham Sign Ordinance   

 

 

STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding 
Sign Only 

Interior Window 
Signs or Displays 

Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Building Sign 
Wall Only 

Freestanding & 
Building Signs 

Building Signs 
Wall & Projected Only 

Special Note: 
 

Signs located in the  
Urban Village (UV) and  
Urban Commercial 
(UC) Districts  are  
required to maintain the 
“village character”.   
 
These signs are subject 
to an advisory review 
by the Planning Board’s 
Sign Subcommittee as 
to whether signs 
conform to the “village 
character”. 
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One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Project Sign 
 

One ground-mounted project sign 
having not more than twenty-four 
(24) SF of sign area and being not 
more than eight (8) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access. 

Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Freestanding Signs Only 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Directory Sign 
 

One ground-mounted directory sign 
having not more than twenty-four (24) 
SF of sign area and being not more 
than eight (8) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access.  

OR 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Freestanding Signs 

One (1) 
Combination  

Ground Mounted 
Project/Directory Sign 

 
One combination ground-mounted project/directory sign having 
not more than forty-eight (48) SF of sign area and being not 
more than eight (8) feet high for each frontage from which the 
property has vehicular access but only if the property has no 
other freestanding project or directory signs.  
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Building Sign 
Wall Only 

Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Two (2) Upper Floor 

Wall Business Sign 
per Façade 

  
Any number of wall business signs having not 
more than sixty (60) SF of sign area for each 
occupant on upper floors in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if applicable. 

Two (2) 
First Floor 

Wall 
Business 
Sign per 
Façade 

 
Any number of wall 
business signs having a 
maximum sign area of the 
greater of: 1) sixty (60) SF 
of sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of 
sign area for each foot of 
width of the primary front 
façade occupied by the 
occupant to which the sign 
relates (or width of the front 
façade of the occupied 
space if the space faces a 
parking area or internal 
roadway), for each occupant 
on the first floor in 
a cco rdance  w i t h  an 
approved master sign plan if 
applicable. 

AND 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1)  
Directory per 

Public Entrance 
 

 

One directory sign having not more 
than six (6) SF of sign area at each 
public entry to the building that 
provides access to more than one 
occupant. 

One (1) 
Project Sign 

 
One project sign having a maximum 
area of the greater of:  
1) eighteen (18) SF of sign area, 

or  
2) 0.5 SF of sign area for each foot 

of width of the primary front 
façade of the principal building 
facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the 
building footprint. 

 

AND 

Building Sign Wall Only 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1)  
Business  

Identification Sign 
 

 

One business identification sign having not more than three 
(3) SF of sign area for each occupant in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if applicable but only if the 
property has a canopy over a pedestrian walkway providing 
access to the occupants. 

Building Sign 
Wall Only 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Building Signs 
Wall & Projected Only 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Two (2) Upper Floor 

Wall Business Sign 
per Façade 

  
Any number of wall business signs having not 
more than fifty (50) SF of sign area for each 
occupant on upper floors in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if applicable. 

Two (2) 
First Floor 

Wall 
Business 
Sign per 
Façade 

 
Any number of wall 
business signs having a 
maximum sign area of the 
greater of: 1) fifty (50) SF of 
sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of 
sign area for each foot of 
width of the primary front 
façade occupied by the 
occupant to which the sign 
relates (or width of the front 
façade of the occupied 
space if the space faces a 
parking area or internal 
roadway), for each occupant 
on the first floor in 
acco rdance  w i t h  an 
approved master sign plan if 
applicable. 

AND 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1)  
Directory per 

Public Entrance 
 

 

One directory sign having not more 
than six (6) SF of sign area at each 
public entry to the building that 
provides access to more than one 
occupant. 

One (1) 
Project Sign 

 
One project sign having a 
maximum area of the greater of:  
1) eighteen (18) SF of sign area, 

or  
2) 0.5 SF of sign area for each 

foot of width of the primary front 
façade of the principal building 
facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the 
building footprint. 

 

AND 

Building Signs 
Wall & Projected Only 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1)  
Business  

Identification Sign 
 

 

One business identification sign 
having not more than three (3) 
SF of sign area for each 
occupant in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if 
applicable but only if the property 
has a canopy over a pedestrian 
walkway providing access to the 
occupants. 

One (1) 
Projecting  

Business Sign 
 

One projecting business sign having 
not more than ten (10) SF of sign 
area for each occupant in 
accordance with an approved master 
sign plan if applicable. 

Building Signs 
Wall & Projected Only 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1)  
Directory per 

Public Entrance 
 

 

One directory sign having not more 
than six (6) SF of sign area at each 
public entry to the building that 
provides access to more than one 
occupant. 

One (1) 
Project Sign 

 
One project sign having a 
maximum area of the greater of:  
1) eighteen (18) SF of sign area, 

or  
2) 0.5 SF of sign area for each 

foot of width of the primary front 
façade of the principal building 
facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the 
building footprint. 

 

AND 

Freestanding & Building Signs 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Two (2) Upper Floor 

Wall Business Sign per Façade 
  

Any number of wall business sign having not more than thirty-six (36) SF of sign 
area for each occupant on upper floors in accordance with an approved master 
sign plan if applicable. 

Two (2) 
First Floor Wall 
Business Sign 

per Façade 

 
Any number of wall business signs 
having a maximum sign area of the 
greater of: 1) thirty-six (36) SF of 
sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of sign 
area for each foot of width of the 
primary front façade occupied by 
the occupant to which the sign 
relates (or width of the front façade 
of the occupied space if the space 
faces a parking area or internal 
roadway), for each occupant on the 
first floor in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if 
applicable. 

AND 

Freestanding & Building Signs 



Gorham Sign Ordinance   

 

 

Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Freestanding & Building Signs 

AND 

One (1)  
Business  

Identification Sign 
 

 

One business identification sign 
having not more than three (3) 
SF of sign area for each 
occupant in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if 
applicable but only if the property 
has a canopy over a pedestrian 
walkway providing access to the 
occupants. 

One (1) 
Projecting  

Business Sign 
 

One projecting business sign having 
not more than ten (10) SF of sign 
area for each occupant in 
accordance with an approved master 
sign plan if applicable. 
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One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Project Sign 
 

One ground-mounted project sign 
having not more than twenty-four 
(24) SF of sign area and being not 
more than eight (8) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access. 

Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Directory Sign 
 

One ground-mounted directory sign 
having not more than twenty-four (24) 
SF of sign area and being not more 
than eight (8) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access.  

OR 

Freestanding & Building Signs 
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Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1) 
Combination  

Ground Mounted 
Project/Directory Sign 

 
One combination ground-mounted project/directory sign having 
not more than forty-eight (48) SF of sign area and being not 
more than eight (8) feet high for each frontage from which the 
property has vehicular access but only if the property has no 
other freestanding project or directory signs.  

Freestanding & Building Signs 
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Interior Window 
Sign or Display 

Village 
(VC-UC-OR) 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Interior Window Sign or Display 
 

Interior window signs or displays in any window that does not face an adjacent 
property in residential use in a residential zone subject to performance standards 
Section III.E.10.  
 
The area of interior window signs and displays is the sum of the area of the indi-
vidual signs and displays that can be seen through the window.  The area of each 
element is determined as for other signs and the area of the elements added to-
gether to get the total sign area.  The total sign area must be no more than 40% of 
the glazed area of the window.  
 

Total Sign Area =  
Area of Element A + Area of Element B + Area of Element C 
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STEP TWO 

 

What type of Building? 

Single Occupancy 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

  

Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding Signs 

Building Signs 

Single Occupancy 
  Roadside 

(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 

Interior Window 
Signs or Displays 
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One (1) 
Ground or Pole 

Mounted 
Business Sign 

 
One ground-mounted or pole-mounted 
business sign having not more than 
thirty-six (36) square feet (SF) of 
sign area and being not more than 
sixteen (16) feet high for each frontage 
from which the property has vehicular 
access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One (1) 
Additional Ground 
or Pole Mounted 
Business Sign 

 
One additional ground-mounted or 
pole-mounted business sign having 
not more than thirty-six (36) SF of 
sign area and being not more than 
sixteen (16) feet high for any property 
with more than one hundred fifty (150) 
feet of street frontage that has two or 
more separate vehicular points of 
access.  

Single Occupancy 

Freestanding 
Signs 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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Single Occupancy 

Building Signs 

Two (2)  
Wall Business Signs per Façade 

 
Any number of wall business signs having a maximum total area of the greater of: 
1) forty-eight (48) SF of sign area, or 2) one (1.0) SF of sign area for each foot of 
width of the primary front façade of the principal building facing the primary adja-
cent street as measured on the building footprint to a maximum of two hundred 
(200) SF. Each façade of the building may have a maximum of two (2) wall signs, 
not including signs permanently painted on windows, unless a greater number is 
approved by the Planning Board in accordance with sub-section L.  

 

 
 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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Interior Window 
Signs or Displays 

Single Occupancy 
  Roadside 

(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 

Interior Window Sign or Display 
 

Interior window signs or displays in any window that does not face an adjacent 
property in residential use in a residential zone subject to performance standards 
Section III.E.10.  
 
The area of interior window signs and displays is the sum of the area of the indi-
vidual signs and displays that can be seen through the window.  The area of each 
element is determined as for other signs and the area of the elements added to-
gether to get the total sign area.  The total sign area must be no more than 40% of 
the glazed area of the window.  
 

Total Sign Area =  
Area of Element A + Area of Element B + Area of Element C 
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STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding 
Signs 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 

Interior Window 
Signs or Displays 

Building Signs 
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One (1) 
Ground or Pole 

Mounted 
Business Sign 

 
One ground-mounted or pole-mounted 
business sign having not more than 
thirty-six (36) SF of sign area and 
being not more than sixteen (16) feet 
high for each frontage from which the 
property has vehicular access.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One (1) 
Additional Ground 
or Pole Mounted 
Business Sign 

 
One additional ground-mounted or 
pole-mounted business sign having 
not more than thirty-six (36) SF of 
sign area and being not more than 
sixteen (16) feet high for the primary 
occupant of the property for any 
property with more than one hundred 
fifty (150) feet of street frontage that 
has two or more separate vehicular 
points of access from that street. 

Freestanding 
Signs 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

AND 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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One (1) 
Ground or Pole 

Mounted 
Project Sign 

 
One ground-mounted or pole-
mounted project sign having not 
more than thirty-six (36) SF of 
sign area and being not more than 
sixteen (16) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property 
has vehicular access. 

Freestanding Signs 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Directory Sign 
 

One ground-mounted directory sign 
having not more than twenty-four (24) 
SF of sign area and being not more than 
eight (8) feet high for each frontage from 
which the property has vehicular access 
provided that the sign is located to be 
read from an internal access drive or 
parking lot. 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 

OR 
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Multiple  
Occupancy 

Freestanding Signs 

One (1) 
Combination Ground Mounted 

Project/Directory Sign 
 

One combination ground-mounted or pole-mounted project/
directory sign having not more than forty-eight (48) SF of sign area 
and being not more than sixteen (16) feet high for each frontage 
from which the property has vehicular access but only if the 
property does not have a freestanding project or directory sign. 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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Multiple  
Occupancy 

Building Signs 

One (1)  
Directory per 

Public Entrance 
 

 

One directory sign having not more 
than six (6) SF of sign area at each 
public entry to the building that 
provides access to more than one 
occupant. 

One (1) 
Project Sign 

 
One project sign having a 
maximum area of the greater of:  
1) thirty-six (36) SF of sign area, 
or 2) one (1) SF of sign area for 
each foot of width of the primary 
front façade of the principal 
building facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the building 
footprint. 

 

AND 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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Multiple  
Occupancy 

Building Signs 

Two (2) Upper Floor 

Wall Business Sign per Façade 
 

 

Any number of wall business signs having not more than thirty-six (36) SF of sign 
area for each occupant on upper floors in accordance with an approved master 
sign plan if applicable. 

Two (2) 
First Floor Wall 
Business Sign 

per Façade 
 

Any number of wall business signs 
having a maximum sign area of the 
greater of: 1) forty-eight (48) SF of 
sign area, or 2) 1.0 SF of sign area 
for each foot of width of the primary 
front façade occupied by the 
occupant to which the sign relates 
(or width of the front façade of the 
occupied space if the space faces 
a parking area or internal roadway) 
for each occupant on the first floor 
in accordance with an approved 
master sign plan if applicable  

AND 

 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 
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Multiple  
Occupancy 

Building Signs 

One (1)  
Business  

Identification Sign 
 

 

One business identification sign having not more than three (3) SF of 
sign area for each occupant in accordance with an approved master sign 
plan if applicable but only if the property has a canopy over a pedestrian 
walkway providing access to the occupants. 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 



Gorham Sign Ordinance   

 

 

Interior Window 
Sign or Display 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

  Roadside 
(R-RC-CO-ND-I) 

Interior Window Sign or Display 
 

Interior window signs or displays in any window that does not face an adjacent 
property in residential use in a residential zone subject to performance standards 
Section III.E.10.  
 
The area of interior window signs and displays is the sum of the area of the indi-
vidual signs and displays that can be seen through the window.  The area of each 
element is determined as for other signs and the area of the elements added to-
gether to get the total sign area.  The total sign area must be no more than 40% of 
the glazed area of the window.  
 

Total Sign Area =  
Area of Element A + Area of Element B + Area of Element C 
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STEP TWO 

 

What type of Building? 

Single Occupancy 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 
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STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding Signs 

Building Signs 

Single Occupancy Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 
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Single Occupancy 

One (1) 
Ground or Pole Mounted 

Project Sign 
 

One ground-mounted or pole-mounted project sign having not more than thirty-
six (36) SF of sign area and being not more than sixteen (16) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has vehicular access. 

Freestanding 
Signs 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 
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Single Occupancy 

Building Sign 

Two (2)  
Wall Business Signs per Façade 

 
Any number of wall business signs having a maximum total area of the greater of: 
1) forty-eight (48) SF of sign area, or 2) 1.50SF of sign area for each foot of width 
of the primary front façade of the principal building facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the building footprint to a maximum of two hundred fifty 
(250) SF.  Each façade of the building may have a maximum of two (2) wall signs. 

 

 
 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 
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STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding 
Signs 

Building Signs 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 
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One (1) 
Ground or Pole Mounted 

Business Sign 
 

One ground-mounted or pole-mounted business sign having not more than thirty-
six (36) SF of sign area and being not more than sixteen (16) feet high for the 
primary occupant of the property for each frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

AND 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 

Freestanding Signs 
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One (1) 
Ground or Pole 

Mounted 
Project Sign 

 
One ground-mounted or pole-
mounted business sign having not 
more than thirty-six (36) SF of 
sign area and being not more than 
sixteen (16) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property 
has vehicular access. 

Freestanding Signs 

Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Directory Sign 
 

One ground-mounted directory sign hav-
ing not more than twenty-four (24) SF of 
sign area and being not more than eight 
(8) feet high for each frontage from which 
the property has vehicular access pro-
vided that the sign is located to be read 
from an internal access drive or parking 
lot. 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 

OR 
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Multiple  
Occupancy 

Freestanding Signs 

One (1) 
Combination Ground Mounted 

Project/Directory Sign 
 

One combination ground-mounted or pole-mounted project/directory 
sign having not more than forty-eight (48) SF of sign area and being 
not more than sixteen (16) feet high for each frontage from which the 
property has vehicular access but only of the property does not have a 
freestanding project or directory sign. 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 
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Multiple  
Occupancy 

One (1)  
Directory  

Per Public Entrance 
 

One directory sign having not more 
than six (6) SF of sign area at each 
public entry to the building that 
provides access to more than one 
occupant. 

One (1) 
Project Sign 

 
One project sign having a maximum 
area of the greater of:  
1) thirty-six (36) SF of sign area, or 2) 
one (1.0) SF of sign area for each foot 
of width of the primary front façade of 
the principal building facing the 
primary adjacent street as measured 
on the building footprint. 

 

Industrial/
Business Park 

(I-if it is a Park) 

Building Signs 

Two (2)  
Wall Business Sign 

 

Any number of  wall business sign having not more than seventy-two (72) SF of 
sign area for each occupant in accordance with an approved master sign plan if 
applicable. 
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STEP TWO 

 

What type of Building? 

Single Occupancy 
Non-residential Property 

Multiple Occupancy/
Mixed Use 

Non-Residential Property 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 
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STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding Sign 

Building Signs 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Single Occupancy  
Non-Residential Property 
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Freestanding 
Sign 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Business Sign  
 

One ground-mounted business sign having not more than twenty-four (24) SF of 
sign area and being not more than eight (8) feet high for each street frontage from 
which the property has vehicular access. 
 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Single Occupancy  
Non-Residential Property 
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Building 
Signs 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Single Occupancy  
Non-Residential Property 

Two (2) 
Wall Business Signs per Facade 

 
Any number of wall business signs having a maximum total area of the greater of: 
1) thirty-six (36) SF of sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of sign area for each foot of width 
of the primary front façade of the principal building facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the building footprint to a maximum of one hundred (60) SF.   
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STEP THREE 

 

What type of Sign? 

Freestanding 
Signs 

Building Signs 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Multiple Occupancy/Mixed Use 
Non-Residential Property 
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One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Project Sign 
 

One ground-mounted project sign 
having not more than twenty-four 
(24) SF of sign area and being not 
more than eight (8) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access. 

Freestanding Signs 

One (1) 
Ground Mounted 

Directory Sign 
 

One ground-mounted directory sign 
having not more than twenty-four (24) 
SF of sign area and being not more 
than eight (8) feet high for each 
frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access.  

OR 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Multiple Occupancy/Mixed Use 
Non-Residential Property 
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Freestanding Signs 

One (1) 
Combination  

Ground Mounted 
Project/Directory Sign 

 
One combination ground-mounted project/directory sign having not 
more than forty-eight (48) SF of sign area and being not more than 
eight (8) feet high for each frontage from which the property has 
vehicular access but only if the property has no other freestanding 
project or directory signs.  

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Multiple Occupancy/Mixed Use 
Non-Residential Property 



Gorham Sign Ordinance   

 

 

Building Signs 

One (1)  
Directory per 

Public Entrance 
 

 

One directory sign having not more 
than six (6) SF of sign area at each 
public entry to the building that 
provides access to more than one 
occupant. 

One (1) 
Project Sign 

 
One project sign having a 
maximum area of the greater of:  
1) eighteen (18) SF of sign area, 

or  
2) 0.5 SF of sign area for each 

foot of width of the primary front 
façade of the principal building 
facing the primary adjacent 
street as measured on the 
building footprint. 

 

AND 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Multiple Occupancy/Mixed Use 
Non-Residential Property 
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Building Signs 

Two (2) Upper Floor 

Wall Business Sign per Façade 
  

Any number of  wall business sign having not more than twenty-four (24) SF of 
sign area for each non-residential occupant on upper floors in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if applicable. 

Two (2) 
First Floor Wall 
Business Sign 

per Façade 
 

Any number of wall business sign 
having a maximum sign area of the 
greater of: 1) thirty-six (36) SF of 
sign area, or 2) 0.75 SF of sign 
area for each foot of width of the 
primary front façade occupied by 
the non-residential occupant to 
which the sign relates (or width of 
the front façade of the occupied 
space if the space faces a parking 
area or internal roadway), for each 
non-residential occupant on the 
first floor in accordance with an 
approved master sign plan if 
applicable. 

Residential 
(UR-SR) 

Multiple Occupancy/Mixed Use 
Non-Residential Property 
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