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TOWN OF GORHAM

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE

75 South Street, Suite 1 ( Gorham, Maine 04038

Phone: (207) 222-1605 ( Fax: (207) 839-4793












  Office Use Only
	APPEAL NO.
     

	APPLICATION for 

ZONING VARIANCE 
	FEE FOR VARIANCE
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $175. 00; 

[except $125.00 for Replacement of Non-conforming]
	Date Paid:

____________ 

	PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
	MAP  
	     
	LOT 
	     
	LOT SIZE
	     
	ZONING DISTRICT
	     

	
	PHYSICAL LOCATION: 
     

	
	     

	APPELLANT INFORMATION
	Name
	     
	Mailing

Address
	     

	
	Phone
	      
	
	     

	
	Fax
	     
	
	     

	
	Email
	     
	
	     

	NAME OF OWNER 
(IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)
	Name
	     
	Mailing

Address
	     

	
	Phone
	     
	
	     

	
	Fax
	     
	
	     

	
	Email
	     
	
	     

	Complete the relevant section or sections if you are asking for consideration of an allowance of non-conformance.

	THE UNDERSIGNED REQUESTS THAT THE BOARD OF APPEALS CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING VARIANCE APPEAL:

	Variance from zoning spacer standards
Ch. I, Sect. IV, Sub-sect.  (B)(2), (B)(3) and Ch. I, Sect. V “Variance”.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No,
	If yes, explain below.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


	Enlargement of Non-conforming Use or Structure
Ch. I: Sect. II. (4), Sect. IV (E), and Sect. V “Non-conforming”.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	If yes, explain below.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	Replacement of Non-conforming Use
Ch. I: Sect. II. (4), Sect. IV (E), and Sect. V “Non-conforming”.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	If yes, explain below.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	Conversion of Non-conforming Use to Another Non-conforming Use
Ch. I, Sect. V “Non-conforming Use”.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	If yes, explain below.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


	SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

	Check All 
That Apply
	THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTATION AND/OR PLANS AND MAPS ARE BEING SUBMITTED FOR BOARD USE:
	Explain or comment as needed for clarification

	YES
	NO
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Deed(s) recorded in Cumberland County Registry.  If yes, provide:

	
	
	Date of Recordation, Book and Page
	Date      ,   book        and page      

	
	
	Grantor’s name
	     

	
	
	Grantee(s) Name
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Parcel Data
	Maximum lot width:       ft

Maximum lot depth       ft

Lot area         square feet

	
	
	Explain the existing use
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Explain the proposed use.  Describe any proposed structures, etc. 
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is there an existing structure?  If so, provide the exterior dimensions
	Width:       ft

Length       ft

Height       ft

       stories

       rooms

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is there to be a proposed new structure?  If so, provide the exterior dimensions
	Width:       ft

Length       ft

Height       ft

       stories

       rooms

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is Planning Board Approval required?
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Has the Planning Board considered the application?
	     

	
	Describe the amount of the variance, code deviation, parking reduction, additional sign area sought. Etc. 
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is there an existing connection to the public sanitary sewer system?
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is there an existing subsurface waste disposal system? If yes, please describe. 
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is additional plumbing contemplated? If yes, please describe.
	     


	

	Justification of Variance:  In order for a variance to be granted, the appellant must demonstrate to the Board of Appeals that the strict application of the terms of the Zoning Ordinance would cause undue hardship.  There are four criteria that must be met before the Board can find that a hardship exists.  Please explain how your situation meets each of the criteria listed below:

	Yes/No
	
	Explain:

	     
	The land in question cannot yield a reasonable return unless the variance is granted:
	     

	     
	The need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the property and not to the general conditions of the neighborhood.
	     

	     
	The granting of a variance will not alter the essential character of the locality.
	     

	     
	The hardship is not the result of action taken by the appellant or a prior owner.
	     


A location map and one scaled site plan must accompany this application.  The site plan must show dimensions of the property, the location of all buildings, yards, parking spaces and septic systems, and all existing and proposed setbacks.

Upon application submission, an application fee is required.

Note:  Any right secured by approval of the Board of Appeals will expire if the work or change involved is not begun within six months of the date on which the appeal is granted, or if the work is not substantially completed within one year of the approval date.

Any decision of the Board of Appeals may be appealed to the Superior Court within forty-five (45) days after the decision.

Note:  The applicant or his/her agent should attend the Board of Appeals meeting to explain the appeal and answer any questions the Board may have.  If an appeal has to be rescheduled because of failure of the applicant to attend the meeting, the fee for rescheduling is $250.00.

SUBMIT A COPY OF LEASE, LETTER FROM OWNER GRANTING LEASER PERMISSION TO SEEK THIS APPEAL, OR OWNER’S SIGNATURE ON THIS APPLICATION.
I certify the information contained in this application and its supplements is true and correct

SIGNED: 
 DATE: 


Appellant
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