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TOWN OF GORHAM

TOWN COUNCIL

75 South Street, Suite 1

Gorham, Maine 04038

Phone: (207) 222-1670 ( Fax: (207) 839-5036

	APPLICATION: EMERGENCY HOUSING

	PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE

FOR REMOVAL OF TEMPORARY HOUSING
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
$1,000 minimum (or amount determined 
by Town Council to cover removal of 
Temporary Housing.)
	TOTAL AMOUNT PAID:    
	$     

	
	
	DATE PAID:
	     

	PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
	Parcel ID
	Map
	     
	Lot
	     
	Zoning District
	     
	Total Land Area
	     

	
	Physical Address
	     

	PROPERTY OWNER’S

INFORMATION
	Name
	     
	Name of Business
	     

	
	Phone
	     
	Mailing Address
	     

	
	Fax
	     
	
	

	
	Email
	     
	
	

	EMERGENCY HOUSING STANDARDS

	CRITERIA FOR ISSUING EMERGENCY HOUSING PERMIT
	IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS IS NO,PLEASE EXPLAIN.

	The principal residence of a Gorham resident, which shall be owned, not rented, has been damaged by a natural act, such as fire, flood, or earthquake, so as to render it uninhabitable.
	     

	The presence of the resident on the site is necessary to protect buildings or physical property, to maintain a business or agricultural activity, or to rebuild the damaged property
	     

	The site has available an adequate water supply and a suitable sewage disposal system which complies with Town and State regulations.
	     

	The resident intends to reconstruct or replace the damaged structure with a permanent dwelling which complies with all applicable local codes and ordinances within one year of the issuance of the Special Permit;
	     


The undersigned hereby makes application to the Gorham Town Council for a One Year Emergency Housing Permit, and declares the foregoing to be true and accurate to the best of his/her knowledge. 

A Building Permit must be issued within 90 days and work commenced or this authorization is void.

_________________________________________







APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE



DATE

_________________________________


PRINT NAME

	APPROVAL
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 APPROVED     FORMCHECKBOX 
 DENIED 
	AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 
	DATE:

	
	
	
	


GORHAM LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CODE

CHAPTER I, SECTION III, SUBSECTION I.

I. 
EMERGENCY HOUSING
1)
Use Permitted ‑ The installation of a temporary mobile home or other prefabricated housing unit as emergency housing on a residential lot in the Town of Gorham shall be permitted under certain conditions for not more than one year.  Emergency housing installations may be approved only to replace the principal place of residence of a Gorham resident which has been rendered uninhabitable by a natural disaster such as fire, flood, or earthquake.  The use of emergency housing shall be limited to a period of not more than one year.

2)
The Town Council of the Town of Gorham is authorized to issue a special permit for the installation of an emergency housing unit.  The issuance of a special permit shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Town Council.

3)
Procedure ‑ The nature of the permit requires timely action; therefore, no public hearing or posting of the permit application shall be required.  However, abutting property owners shall be given written notice at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at which the permit is considered.

4)
Report of CEO Required ‑ The Code Enforcement Officer shall inspect the residence destroyed and the proposed site of the emergency housing, and shall report to Council prior to the issuance of the special permit.  The CEO's report shall detail the damage to the residence, its habitability, and the suitability of the proposed emergency housing site with specific reference to water supply and sewage disposal.

5)
Criteria for Issuing Permit ‑ The Town Council shall find that the following criteria have been met prior to issuing a special permit for emergency housing:

a)
That the principal residence of a Gorham resident, which shall be owned, not rented, has been damaged by a natural act, such as fire, flood, or earthquake, so as to render it uninhabitable.

b)
The presence of the resident on the site is necessary to protect buildings or physical property, to maintain a business or agricultural activity, or to rebuild the damaged property.

c)
That the site has available an adequate water supply and a suitable sewage disposal system which complies with Town and State regulations.

d)
That the resident intends to reconstruct or replace the damaged structure with a permanent dwelling which complies with all applicable local codes and ordinances within one year of the 
issuance of the Special Permit.

6)
Installation Standards ‑ The installation of the temporary housing unit shall be under the supervision of the CEO.  The CEO shall establish standards of installation necessary to protect the health and safety of the occupants as well as the general welfare of neighboring residents and the general community.  In addition, the placement of the temporary unit shall conform to all yard requirements of this code unless altered by the Board of Appeals.

7)
Guarantee of Removal ‑ The intent of this section is that emergency housing be allowed for not more than one year while a permanent dwelling is being reconstructed or replaced.  To assure that the temporary unit is removed at the conclusion of the year, no temporary housing permit shall become effective, and no unit shall be installed until a performance guarantee has been tendered to the Town.  This performance guarantee shall be in the form of a certified check, savings account passbook or faithful performance bond running to the Town of Gorham.  The amount of guarantee shall be determined by the Town Council but in no case shall be less than $1,000 and its return shall be conditioned on the removal of the temporary housing up to or before one year of the issuance of the Special Permit.

8)
Action Required ‑ Within 90 days of the issuance of a Special Permit the applicant shall apply for a Building Permit to reconstruct the property and shall commence reconstruction of the property.  If a Building Permit is not issued within 90 days and work commenced, the action of Council shall be void and the temporary housing shall be immediately removed and the grounds shall be cleaned of debris within one year.
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